THE   PLATEAU

or the Beardmore. On the day that Lieu-
tenant Evans, Grean and Lashly left them
he wrote in his diary : fi With full marching
days we ought to have no difficulty in keeping
up our average. ... At present everything
seems to be going with extraordinary smooth-
ness. . . /

They travelled 49! miles in the first four
marches, but not without great difficulty, for
the surface was very* trying, being covered with
ice crystals which hindered the gliding of the
sledge. Scott considered these days to be the
hardest that they had so far experienced on
the plateau, but, in spite of the labour, he and
his team were very far from being discouraged.
The surface at this time was the only condition
of which they complained. Shackleton's party
had described the plateau to them as a truly
awful place, and now they found that it wras
not nearly so bad as they had expected.
c. . . the sun is so warm that in spite of the
temperature we can stand outside in the
greatest comfort. It is amusing to stand thus
and remember the constant horrors of our
situation as they w*ere painted for us : the sun
is melting the snow on the skis. . . . We feel
the cold very little, the great comfort of our
situation is the excellent drying effect of the
sun* Our socks and finnesko are almost dry
each morning/
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